
 

 

Green High School Project 2012-2013 

This has been as busy year for students at .  Our school is actively 

involved with our community of  all year round,  so that students realize that having an 

environmental focus is not something we do for a week or a  but 

we need to have an environmental focus all year long – all the ! 



 

 

 

Our goal was to show that youth could be environmental leaders – and what we 

lack in experience, we can make up for in terms of energy and enthusiasm and a willingness to learn!  This 

started right at the beginning of the school year, and will continue even after the .  

Sustainability means that we all have to do our part, because together we can make a real 

difference! 

We started off in September, by participating in the .  Farming is one of the 
most sustainable occupations – people have to take care of the land in order to be able to farm on a 

continuous basis.  We entered produce from the school   and we 

even won some ribbons for our produce!!  Students planted  



 

 

the seeds, then  transplanted into the garden for fresh 
produce for anyone to come and harvest!  In particular, we grow heritage vegetables to learn about 

biodiversity and because these plants are just so  cool!  We also work 
closely with our Horticultural Society and provide heritage varieties for their spring plant sale! 



 

 

We do community cleanups  multiple times each year, and participate in 

shoreline cleanups  because it is not fair that our garbage ends 
up in someone else’s residence!! 

We continue to host the .  On the 
third Saturday of January, we invited 100 vendors and 1500 visitors from across Eastern Ontario to learn 
about what products and services – especially food – can be found right in our own neighbourhood!  This 
promotes eating within our 100 mile diet, and how to eat in season – enjoying the carrots and other veggies 
that keep well all winter long.  This show continues to grow each year – with students and staff contributing 
more than 250 hours of volunteer time just for this event alone!  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to learn about different careers and hobbies that have become jobs for people in our community.  



 

 

Students collected food and cash donations for the food bank, and a group who would continue to do 

mission work in Guatemala!    

Our environmental science class displayed the leaf quilt that we made by pounding the chlorophyll from 

       

leaves onto fabric.      It was a real crowd pleaser and was showcased at our school board and in the local 
media! 

One of our new events for 2012-2013 was “Marching it on Out” in partnership with the Russell and District 
Horticultural Society. Rather than good stuff being tossed into a landfill, a swap meet was organized to help 
people from the community to trade perfectly good items that were no longer needed or wanted.   
Students assisted at the swap meet by making signs and helping to organize all of the donated articles. 
Many people supported the event by donating unwanted but usable articles, and other people were willing 
to pay $10.00 to come to the show and take away as much as they wanted for free. 



 

 

  Items that were left over were then donated to 
charity.  All proceeds went back into the community, and many people went home with new found 
treasures.   Students contributed about 60 hours of community service to this event as well! 

Each year we talk about the ecosystem services by trees – one of them being the sweet taste of maple 

syrup – so we tap, collect and boil the sap.  This was a good year!  

Spring time continues to be a busy time with students planting the crops for this year’s Giving Garden! 

  But that means it is also time for Envirothon.  This is certainly 
a time when students are exposed to many different environmental careers as they study soils, aquatics, 
wildlife, forestry and grasslands.  We work closely with our local watershed – South Nation Conservation to 
monitor water quality by looking at benthic macro invertebrate. 

Who could believe that mosquitoes could be so interesting in their larval stage!  We learned many things 
from the foresters, wildlife technicians, and aquatics specialists – and especially that they all seem to be so 



 

 

passionate about their jobs!!  

   

Students will also have the opportunity to learn about careers using GPS or the use of Global Positioning 
Systems to add accurate position data for many different environmental applications as this is a 
requirement of the SHSM program.  All the environmental students will be able to earn the certification for 
this instrument. 

Our other new project for this year will take place mid May, and students are very much looking forward to 

this event.  On Tuesday, May 14th, we will be planting 1000  as part of the 

“Trees for Tomorrow” initiative in Russell Township.   



 

 

Our township has one of the lowest levels of forestation in the province, and the need for trees as habitat, 
windbreaks and aesthetics is well recognized.  The English high school students will assume a leadership 
role working with grade four francophone elementary students to plant trees.  The trees have been 

provided by TreeCanada,   and this organization along with South Nation Conservation  

 will provide forestry technicians to demonstrate good tree planting and to answer questions 
about forestry.  This collaboration between school boards has inspired the donation of free busing for the 
students, and the Richelieu Club to provide a free BBQ lunch on planting day.  Media will be in attendance.   

The goal of this tree planting day is to have our senior students assume a leadership role in working with 
younger children to encourage a passion and respect for nature and a desire to volunteer in environmental 
action. 

As the school year wraps up, the garden and flower beds will be planted and it is hoped that the students 
will take a desire for environmental stewardship with them always. 

                 

And yes – we won the regional Envirothon competition!!   


